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PRESS STATEMENT

                  Brussels, 5 October 2011
WEEE-Recast Vote: The European Lamp Companies Federation (ELC) welcomes necessary adjustments but sees room for improvement in two key areas
While yesterday’s voting results of the European Parliament’s Committee on the Environment, Public Health and Food Safety reflects important market-related considerations and includes positive adjustments, the ELC is still concerned that the current proposal will not lead to a sustainable financing for treatment of WEEE in the future and will miss important recycling targets for rare earths and other valuable raw materials.
The European Lamp Companies Federation (ELC) represents the leading lamp manufacturers in Europe. Together, ELC members account for 95% of total European production, 50 000 employees in Europe and 5 billion € European turnover.
“While the current proposal is based on the right targets for recycling and management of WEEE, which are strongly supported by ELC, it fails to address key aspects in a practical way”, said Jürgen Sturm, Secretary General of ELC. “First, any new measure must be financed in a sustainable way or it will fail at some point in time. If lamp producers are not allowed to make their costs related to recycling transparent, the whole system of end-of-life lamp waste management could be jeopardized. Second, looking at the scarcity of raw materials and increasing prices for many rare earths, Europe must engage WEEE in the most effective way possible. Treating lamps and luminaries in three separate categories, however, will add impurities to the waste stream and valuable raw materials will be lost instead of gained,” explains Sturm. “We therefore urge the European Parliament and the Member States to review the draft proposal in these key areas and develop a new, more balanced approach, which gives full consideration to waste management needs and also to product and market realities with regard to sustainable financing and effective recycling of raw materials.” 
ELC welcomes the Committee’s vote on dual-use, specific collection targets and large-scale fixed installations as these approaches reconcile targets for WEEE management and the situation in the markets across Europe in a balanced way.  ELC also welcomes the increasing number of ENVI Committee members recognising the necessity of having lamps and luminaires in one category to recycle rare earths and hopes this will lead to an adjustment of the proposal in future negotiations.
For further information please contact: 

Anne Vick, Communications Manager, ELC, +32 479 765 323, anne.vick@elcfed.org
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