
The fourth quarter of 2008 has been one that 
will probably feature prominently in the history 
books of the lighting industry as the period was 
dominated by one major issue: the setting of 
minimum efficiency criteria for household lamps. 
The decision by Member States finally taken in 
Brussels on the 8th December 2008 will lead 
(quite fast) to the phase out of a large quantitiy of 
general service incandescent lamps used in many 
households across the EU – starting 1st September 
2009. It will also save many TWh of electricity and 
hence avoid the release of many tons of CO2 into 
the atmosphere as many consumers switch to 
more efficient light of comparable quality. Precise 
details of the phase out, its timings and products 
concerned are included on this page. The measure 
provides testament to industry efforts to not only 
‘talk the talk’ but to deliver on its promises for a 
more sustainable future for the lighting industry, our 
customers and our environment. 

This newsletter also features short articles on WG 
RoMS and WGET, including some short information 
on the RoHS & WEEE reviews. It also reports on 
some new additions to the ELC particularly the 
appointment of my successor Jurgen Sturm who 
‘takes the reigns’ as of  1st Jan 2009. I wish him 
& the ELC the very best of success. Finally, I have 
had a very happy, busy & productive six years plus 
at the ELC and I would like to thank the Secretariat, 
Board and Working Groups for their support and 
encouragement over the years. My best wishes to 
you all for a happy & healthy 2009!

Gerald Strickland, Secretary General
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Jürgen Sturm appointed 
new ELC Secretary 
General
The Board of the ELC has appointed 
Jürgen Sturm as the new ELC Secretary 
General as of January 2009. Jürgen 
is a 40 year old German national 
whose past experience include the 
general management of two European 
trade associations (most recently 
the European Asphalt Pavement 
Association). Jürgen holds a Master 
of Laws with focus on European 
and international environmental and 
comparative law from the University of 
Aberdeen and a Masters degree from 

the University of Passau. In his new role at the ELC he will be responsible for the overall 
management of the Secretariat and for the energy efficiency policy sector and projects. 
The Board welcomes Jürgen and wishes him success in his new mission.

European Lighting Manufacturers welcome EU 
decision to phase out incandescent and less energy 
efficient lamps in European homes
On 8 December, the EU Member States Ecodesign experts, endorsed the Commission 
proposal aiming at progressively restricting incandescent lamps from the EU market 
by 2012 and low efficient halogen lamps by 2016.

Under the proposal, clear lamps will be phased out as follows:

Stage Date Phasing-out Replacement

1 01. Sept. 2009
All clear lamps >950lm (~80W GLS)
All clear lamps <950lm of energy class F&G

Energy Class C

2 01. Sept. 2010 All clear lamps >725lm (~65W GLS) Energy Class C

3 01. Sept. 2011 All clear lamps >450lm (~45W GLS) Energy Class C

4 01. Sept. 2012 All clear lamps >60lm (~7W GLS) Energy Class C

5 01. Sept. 2013 Increased quality requirements1 Energy Class C

Review Expected 2014 -/- -/-

6 01. Sept. 2016 All clear lamps >60lm Energy Class B2

1 Incandescent lamps with S14, S15 and S19 caps are included in stage 5 and 6
2 Except for clear lamps with G9/R7s caps: EEL C

Under the proposal, non-clear (frosted) lamps will be phased out as follows:

Stage Date Phasing-out Replacement

1 01. Sept. 2009 All non clear (frosted) lamps Energy Class A

In December 2006, the European lighting industry took the initiative to approach the 
EU with a call for action to collectively look for ways to accelerate the switch to energy 
efficient lighting solutions in the home. The lighting industry is pleased that this call 
has been positively taken up by the European authorities.

The switch will reduce energy consumption for domestic lighting by 30% in Europe 
and fight climate change by preventing the release of 23 million tons of CO2 emissions 
per year.

The decision will have an impact on consumers, who will have to switch to energy 
saving lamps and also on European manufacturing plants which will need to be 
restructured. The agreed phase-out timelines gives enough time for restructuring 
about 14 factories (with an estimated cost about 300 million euros), ensuring industry 
competitiveness and pursuing intense innovation.

...Continued on p.3







ELC Federation contact details: Boulevard Auguste Reyers, 80. Diamant Building. B-1030 Brussels
Jürgen Sturm, Secretary General •T: +32 2 706 86 08 •  juergen.sturm@elcfed.org

Marc Guiraud, Project Manager • T: +32 2 706 87 09 • marc.guiraud@elcfed.org

Barbara Manka, Project Manager • T: +32 2 706 86 07 • barbara.manka@elcfed.org

Aura Light AB 
www.auralightgroup.com

BLV Licht- und Vakuumtechnik GmbH 
www.blv-licht.de

G.E. Lighting Europe Ltd 
www.gelighting.com

NARVA Lichtquellen GmbH 
www.narva-bel.de

OSRAM GmbH 
www.osram.com

Philips Lighting BV 
www.lighting.philips.com

Havells Sylvania 
www.havells-sylvania.com

Our members:

2009 Title Meeting/Conference call

12 January DIM Conference call

13 January Board Conference call

15 January WEEE Meeting

15 January ELC/CELMA SLIM & OIL Meeting

15-16 January BUtK Meeting

19 January DIM/SSL Conference call

20 January RoMS Conference call

30 January DIM/SSL Meeting

4 February Supervisory Council Meeting

9 February
ELC Energy Efficient Lighting 
conference at EUSEW

Conference

10 February Board Conference call

16 February RoMS Meeting

17 February RoMS Plenary Meeting

17 February WGET Meeting

18 February DIM Meeting

10 March Board Conference call

20 March DIM Meeting

24 March RoMS Conference call

7 April Board Conference call

12-13 May WGET Meeting

The ELC Calendar
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